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No new edition was permitted, and public copies found in churches
were burnt, but no injunctions appear to have been issued against
its private use. And in spite of the strict regulations of the Crown,
the scattered army of Reformers on the Continent still saw to it
that England was well supplied with 'seditious and heretical'
literature. In June 1555 it was found necessary to issue a further
proclamation authorising the warden of every company in London
to search for such books as had either been smuggled over from the
Continent or secretly printed in England. Another proclamation
was issued at the same time against the service-books of Edward vi.
The campaign of seditious literature went steadily on, increasing
in activity as the time drew near for the Spanish marriage. Parlia-
ment now issued an order against the circulation of any book to
the slander of the King or Queen under penalty of the loss of the
right hand. And after the marriage there still seemed urgent need
for further powers of repression. It was a ripe moment for the
London stationers again to demand the royal charter, to which
they had long considered themselves entitled. Philip and Mary,
as they listened to the prayer for incorporation, saw in it a means
of obtaining further control over the all-powerful and obnoxious
printing press, and it was for this reason, more than anything else,
that the charter of 4th May 1557 was granted.
That Mary and Philip hoped to make effective use of the newly
incorporated Company in suppressing seditious and heretical books
is clear from the preamble of the charter. The government of the
* community of the said mistery or art9 was vested in one master
and two keepers, or wardens; and no person within the realm
was permitted to print anything for sale within the kingdom unless
he belonged to the Company or held some licence by letters patent
from the Crown. Furthermore, the master and wardens were em-
powered * to make search whenever it shall please them m any placea
shop, house, chamber, or building of any printer or bookseller
whatever within our kingdom of England or the dominions of the
same, for any books or things printed, or to be printed, and to
seize, take, hold, burn, or turn to the proper <use of the foresaid
community, all and several those books and things which are or
shall be printed contrary to the form of any statute, act, or pro-
clamation, made or to be made'. The pains and penalties for
breaking these regulations, or hindering the officers in the course
of their duties, were three months3 imprisonment for each offence,